
(re)vitalize
design + practice exchange
new orleans + miami
wia + aia

Welcome to (re)vitalize! 
(RE)VITALIZE is WIA New Orleans’ annual Design + Practice Exchange 
(DPE): a two-day symposium of compelling conversations and design 
presentations, centering the voices of women in architecture. 
 
This year, the AIA + WIA New Orleans are partnering with WIA Miami to 
develop the third annual DPE with a focus on living with water. 
 
The goal of this program is to advance and promote women leaders of 
all racial, ethnic and economic backgrounds in architecture and the allied 
design and building industries. 

As architects, designers, and scholars from New Orleans and Miami we 
have a great responsibility to go beyond sustainability and design buildings 
and spaces that restore, renew, or revitalize our communities. 

Zoom: The zoom information for each session will be included in a calendar 
invitation sent to your email.

Trouble with zoom during one of the Friday sessions? 
Call Emilie Taylor Welty: 337-230-9936

AIA Credit: AIA New Orleans will log all CEU credits within three weeks 
of the symposium, according to the Zoom session attendance records. If 
you have tech issues and switch to using phone call-in number, email Amber 
Wallace Howell (amber@aianeworleans.org) to confirm your attendance. If 
you are logged into the Zoom app on your phone, this step is unnecessary. 
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welcome
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Coffee + Networking

Groundswell - Keynote Address

Mid-Morning Break (Yoga)
Presented by: SCNZ Architects

Lunch Break

Revitalize - Session 1

Renew - Session 2

Mid-Afternoon Break (Dancing Grounds)
Presented by: Tulane School of Architecture

Restore - Session 3

Concluding Remarks + 
Happy Hour

Coffee + Networking

Mentorship: Small Groups

Mentorship: Full Group Regroup

Concluding Remarks

overview

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27TH 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28TH 



Log in, join a Zoom breakout soom, and prepare for a day of learning by 
chatting with other attendees!

Full Speaker biographies can be found accompanying the session schedule 
within this program, or on our website: www.dpe2021aia.org

thank you to our level 1 sponsors: 

friday

9:30 AM NOLA / 10:30 AM MIAMI coffee + networking

overview

pink 
indicates a 
speaker from 
new orleans

orange 
indicates a 
speaker from 
miami

[New Orleans] [Miami] 



Executive Director, 
UPROSE

National Moderator

Elizabeth Yeampierre 
is an internationally 
recognized Puerto 
Rican attorney and 
environmental and climate 
justice leader of African 
and Indigenous ancestry 
born and raised in New 
York City.

A national leader in the 
climate justice movement, 
Elizabeth is the co-chair 
of the Climate Justice 
Alliance. She is Executive 
Director of UPROSE, 
Brooklyn's oldest Latino 
community based 
organization. Her award 
winning vision for an 
inter-generational, multi-
cultural and community 
led organization is the 
driving force behind 
UPROSE.

She is a long-time 
advocate and trailblazer 
for community 
organizing around just, 
sustainable development, 
environmental justice 
and community-led 
climate adaptation and 
community resiliency in 
Sunset Park. 

Elizabeth 
Yeampierre

Chief of Communications + 
Public Affairs, Everglades 
National Park 

Keynote Speaker - Miami

Allyson Gantt has been a park 
ranger with the National Park 
Service for over 25 years. She 
currently serves as the Chief 
of Communications and Public 
Affairs for Everglades and Dry 
Tortugas National Parks, and 
prior to that was the Director 
of Education bringing local 
students and teachers to the 
parks. She started her career 
at Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area in Arizona 
and did brief assignments at 
Grand Teton National Park 
in Wyoming, Acadia National 
Park in Maine, and nearby 
Dry Tortugas National Park in 
Florida.

Allyson Gantt
Associate Professor, 
Tulane School of 
Architecture

Keynote Speaker - New 
Orleans

Margarita Jover 
received a Master of 
Architecture degree 
from the Polytechnic 
University of Catalonia 
in 1995. Together with 
Iñaki Alday, she founded 
the internationally 
awarded firm aldayjover 
architecture and 
landscape in 1996 in 
Barcelona, Spain. The 
multidisciplinary, research-
based practice focuses 
on innovation and is 
particularly renowned for 
its leadership in a new 
approach to the relation 
between cities and rivers, 
in which the natural 
dynamics of flooding 
become part of the public 
space.

Margarita 
Jover

Keynote presentation by Margarita Jover (New Orleans) and Allyson Gantt 
(Miami) covering a range of topics from river systems to national park 
ecosystems and the infrastructure that supports these habitats. 
Acclaimed national moderator, Elizabeth Yeampierre, will facilitate a 
dicsussion through these case-studies.

This presentation will be followed by a 
Q+A session. 1 LU / HSW

10 AM NOLA / 11 AM MIAMI keynote address

Groundswell

friday

Design in a time of rising water.



Time to stretch it out! Giannaina Zapattini, AIA from Miami, FL will lead us 
in a short yoga session. 

This session is brought to you by: SCNZ Architects

friday

11:15 AM NOLA / 12:15 PM MIAMI break :  yoga

Gia has been heavily involved 
in AIA Miami since 2014. She is 
a licensed architect and LEED 
accredited professional with 
more than ten years experience. 
Gia was the 2019 AIA Miami 
President and remains on 
the board as Immediate Past 
President. 

Gia is also an avid practicing 
yoga instructor! 

Giannina 
Zapattini, 

AIA

11:30 AM NOLA / 12:30 PM MIAMI lunch

Keep the conversation going! Chat in the Lunch Zoom Room and connect 
with fellow attendees. 



Professor and Associate Dean, 
Florida International University 
College of Communication, 
Architecture + The Arts

Revitalize Speaker - Miami

Marilys Nepomechie, FAIA, 
DPACSA, is a Professor of 
Architecture, and Associate 
Dean at the Florida  
International University 
College of Communication, 
Architecture + The Arts. Her 
creative work and  scholarship 
focus on the environmental, 
cultural and social contexts 
of design. It includes a broad 
range of  proposals for resilient, 
affordable infrastructure and 
housing, many conducted 
through collaborative  
community-based design 
processes. Included in the 
archives of the U.S. National 
Building Museum, the  work of 
her practice has been honored 
with over 40 professional and 
academic awards; national and  
international exhibition; and 
wide publication.  

Marilys 
Nepomechie, 

FAIA, DPACSA
Founding Partner, 
emerymcclure architecture

Revitalize Speaker - New 
Orleans

Ursula Emery McClure, 
FAAR, AIA, LEED AP 
BD+C is a founding 
partner of emerymcclure 
architecture and in 
addition to the firm 
has also served as a 
Professor in the School of 
Architecture at Louisiana 
State University. The 
design research practice of 
emerymcclure architecture 
speculates on the role of 
design in the confluence 
of multiple, seemingly 
contrary systems and 
aspires to develop 
tectonics that configure 
their futures. It engages 
this mission through 
design works, research, 
writings and teaching. The 
built work, writings, and 
design speculations of 
emerymcclure architecture 
have been published in a 
wide range of periodicals 
including professional, 
academic, and popular 
press.

Ursula Emery 
McClure, 
FARR, AIA, 

LEED BD+C

friday

This session will explore topics of new design in the 
current climate impact, through a series of case 
studies in both New Orleans and Miami.   
This presentation will be followed by a Q+A 
session. 1 LU / HSW

Revitalize

12:30 PM NOLA / 1:30 PM MIAMI session 1

Defined as a many-sided effort including revalorization, restoration, 
reconstruction, modernization, and actions aimed at revival of a building, district 
devastated by various aspect, also economic and social. 

Determines the factors, such as society, local and state authorities and other 
institutions, that can initiate and shape the development processes of a given 
area.



Architect, Phoenix, AZ

Renew Speaker - New Orleans

Haley Allen, RA, LEED AP 
BD+C, is an architect. Born and 
raised in rural west Tennessee, 
she developed a fascination with 
the environment and the ways 
it can be shaped to serve and 
foster communities. Childhood 
family vacations introduced 
her to the art of architecture 
which she chose to pursue at the 
University of Tennessee. 

After receiving her Bachelor of 
Architecture, she moved to New 
Orleans where she fell in love 
with the mysteries, beauty, and 
unique challenges of the coastal 
landscape. She spent seven 
years with New Orleans firm 
EskewDumezRipple where she 
worked on a variety of projects 
from interior renovation to full 
service new construction.

Haley Allen
RA, LEED AP BD+C

Design Director, Principal

Renew Speaker - Miami

A founding partner of the 
Miami studio of Perkins and 
Will since 1996, Pat Bosch leads 
the office as its Design Director. 
Internationally recognized 
for her design acumen and 
collaborative work style, Pat 
routinely brings together diverse 
groups of stakeholders to 
generate ideas and find common 
ground; design solutions emerge 
out of the strong partnerships 
she builds with her clients. 
Pat takes a humanistic and 
environmentally responsible 
approach to design that is 
supported by research and 
meticulously executed process. 
She combines edgy creativity 
with a careful examination of 
every project’s program, context, 
region, and local culture to 
produce design solutions so 
innovative that they consistently 
challenge the status quo. 

Pat Bosch
LEED AP BD+C

friday

1:30 PM NOLA / 2:30 PM MIAMI session 2

Renew

This session will explore New Orleans and Miami redevelopment strategies 
under the lens of resilience, as both cities implement urban policies, 
planning and design requirements aimed at addressing urban decay in the 
metropolitan area.
This presentation will be followed by a Q+A session. 1 LU / HSW

Redevelopment often used to address urban decay in cities. 

Restore economic viability to a given area by attracting external private and 
public investment and by encouraging business start-ups.



Time to get up and dance! Chanice Holmes from Dancing Holmes will lead 
us in a short, energetic Bounce Class.  

This session is brought to you by: Tulane School of Architecture

friday

2:30 PM NOLA / 3:30 PM MIAMI break :  dance

Chanice Holmes (Independent 
Artist) is a New Orleans 
native. She is a mover, an 
educator/coach and a MOM. 
Chanice believes movement is at 
the core of who we are 
and her life is her workout. She 
has been able to work 
with incredible artists such as Dr. 
John and the Gris Gris, 
Solange, Peaches, Megan the 
Stallion and more. 
Chanice is currently a Dance 
Educator at Dancing Grounds. 
She is the Program Team 
Manager for Dance for Social 
Change, a teen program  that 
challenges youth to be 
catalysts for social change using 
their art as the tool to do it. 
She is also a Personal Trainer 
and creator of a fitness 
challenge called Moms Who 
Move - a fitness class that takes 
place every Saturday and No 
you do not have to be a mom to 
take the class. To register or find 
out more about what fitness 
classes she offers, please 
register linktr.ee/ChaniceDiante

Chanice 
Holmes



friday

Landscape Architect, 
Miami, Florida

Restore Speaker - Miami

Aida Curtis, has over 35 of 
experience as a landscape 
architect, arborist, certified 
landscape inspector and leader 
of her firm Curtis + Rogers 
Design Studio. Managing the 
go-to Hispanic/Woman-owned 
landscape architecture firm 
in South Florida has given 
her the platform to advance 
the practice of landscape 
architecture via environmental 
resilience, social equity and 
mentorship of future leaders.  
Aida believes in the power 
of collaboration and strongly 
believes that gender balanced 
leadership is essential to solving 
the complex issues facing our 
world, today.  Aida is a frequent 
speaker on the importance 
of landscape architecture in 
addressing climate change 
impacts.

Aida Curtis,
ASLA

Landscape Architect, New 
Orleans, LA

Restore Speaker - New Orleans

Dana has over three decades 
of experience as a landscape 
architect and planner. She 
has worked for firms in New 
Orleans, Baton Rouge, Boston, 
and Orange County, California, 
including two of the largest 
design firms in the U.S. In 2004, 
she founded her firm now known 
as Dana Brown and Associates 
to pursue her philosophy of 
landscape design, which is 
to design legible landscapes 
that respond to the ecological 
integrity of the land and reflect 
the cultural heritage of its 
people.

As a native of New Orleans, 
Dana understands the vital need 
for dynamic water management 
and is a pioneer in the field of 
green infrastructure. Many of 
her green infrastructure projects 
are used as demonstrations of 
best management practices.

Dana is the author of “Using 
Plants for Stormwater 
Management: A Green 
Infrastructure Guide for the Gulf 
South.”

Dana Brown, 
MLA

2:45 PM NOLA / 3:45 PM MIAMI session 3

Restore

This session will explore how the restoration 
of nature can be achieved through the 
intersection of landscape design and climate 
change issues.
This presentation will be followed by a Q+A 
session. 1 LU / HSW

Preservation of structures such as historic sites, houses, monuments, and other 
significant properties through careful maintenance and upkeep. 

To create accurate depictions of these locations and protect them against 
deterioration that could make them inaccessible or unrecognizable in the future. 

Adaptive reuse: refers to the process of reusing an existing building for a 
purpose other than which it was originally built or designed for. 



Thank you for attending the Friday sessions of (re)vitalize! Closing remarks 
will be made by Elizabeth Camargo, AIA.

Time to celebrate! WIA members will walk attendees through how to make 
a New Orleans Sazerac and a Miami Mojito.  Grab your ingredients and 
get ready to follow along.

Cheers!

Happy Hour

friday

4 PM NOLA / 5 PM MIAMI closing remarks

Ingredients:
Sazerac* Rye Whiskey
Herbsaint* or Absinthe
Sugar Cube
Peychauds’s Bitters
Lemon Peel Garnish
 
Instructions:
Pour a small amount of 
Herbsaint into the class. Swirl 
the glass to coat and discard 
any excess
Put 1 Sugar cube in the glass. 
Add 3-4 dashes of Peychauds’s 
Bitters over the sugar cubes.
Pour 2 ½ oz of Sazerac Rye 
Whiskey over the sugar cube. 
Stir and add ice.
Garnish with a lemon twist.
 
*Sazerac and Herbsaint are 
the recommended brands to 
use. If not available near you, 
substitute Sazerac with your 
favorite Rye Whiskey and 
Herbsaint with Absinthe.

New Orleans 
Sazerac

Ingredients:
Don Q Cristal*
Soda Water or Sprite
Limes
Mint
Sugar
Sugar Cane (Optional)
 
Instructions:
Cut the limes into slices. Add 3 
lime slices to the glass with a 
sprinkle of sugar to taste (use 
less if mixing with Sprite) and 
5-10 mint leaves.
Use a muddler to crush the lime 
and mint, releasing the juices 
and oils.
Add 1 ½ oz of Don Q Cristal 
and Muddle Again.
Add ½ cup of Soda or Sprite, ice 
cubes, and stir.
Garnish with sugar cane and/or 
additional mint leaves.
 
*Don Q Cristal is the 
recommended brand to use. 
If not available near you, 
substitute with your favorite 
white rum. Gold or spiced rums 
are not recommended for this 
recipe.

Miami Mojito



saturday

Log in, join a Zoom breakout soom, and prepare for a day of learning by 
chatting with other attendees!

Four mentors from New Orleans and four mentors from Austin will discuss 
their career journeys, career options, and non-traditional career pathways. 
After small group discussions, attendees will congregate in a large group to 
discuss highlights from each session. 1.5 LU

9:30 AM NOLA / 10:30 AM MIAMI mentoring sessions

9 AM NOLA / 10 AM MIAMI coffee + networking

Recent Grad

Hagar Abdou graduated from 
Florida International University 
with a Master of Architecture 
degree and has recently joined 
M.C Harry and Associates, an 
architectural firm with over 
60 years of award-winning 
experience. Art and design 
have always been part of her 
upbringing, but the decision to 
study architecture came later in 
her 20s when she unexpectedly 
stumbled upon the knowledge 
of what it means to become an 
architect and the importance of 
this profession. “I believe that 
architecture choose me. I didn’t 
know anything about being 
an Architect and for a long 
period of time I was uncertain 
of what career I wanted to 
pursue, suddenly I found myself 
doing exactly what I love, and 
I can’t imagine doing anything 
different. The love I always had 
for art and design, it’s as if I 
unknowingly was preparing for 
this moment.”

Hagar Abdou

Mia Kaplan is an 
interdisciplinary artist 
and designer from 
Southeast Louisiana. She 
has a BFA in Drawing 
and Printmaking from 
the Memphis College of 
Art, and a Master’s in 
Architecture from Tulane 
University.

She is currently finishing 
up a Master’s in 
Preservation Studies at 
Tulane and completing 
her field practicum as an 
architectural renderer for 
the National Center for 
Preservation Technology 
and Training’s “Slave and 
Tenant Farmer Housing 
Documentation Project”. 
Mia is now a designer 
at  Cushing Terrell where 
she works in a variety 
of markets including 
Commercial, Retail, Historic 
Preservation, and Public 
Art.

Mia Kaplan



saturday

Emerging Professional

Amanda S. Rosenfeld AIA, 
NCARB, LEED AP BD+C, WELL 
AP, Associate at HKS Architects 
Inc, is a registered Architect in 
the State of Florida with eight 
years of experience serving 
the architectural community.  
Amanda enhances communities 
by meeting challenges with 
unique design solutions that 
influence the future of the 
industry while also remaining 
timeless. She is a strong 
advocate for sustainable design, 
sitting on the steering committee 
for the Living Future Florida 
Collaborative, participating 
in multiple LEED and WELL 
projects, and promoting 
environmental resilience. With 
a focus in hospitality design, 
Amanda’s experience includes 
master planning, conceptual 
design, schematic design, and 
BIM documentation. When not 
drawing, she volunteers on the 
AIA Miami Board as one of 
the Vice Presidents and chairs 
multiple committees, such as the 
Young Architect Forum, ARE, 
and Mentorship Committees. 
Amanda was awarded the AIA 
Miami Associate of the Year 
Award in 2016, the AIA Miami 
& Fort Lauderdale Emerging 
Professionals Volunteer of the 
Year Award in 2018, the EP 
Spotlight for the Summer 2018 
Edition of the AIA Florida/
Caribbean Architect magazine, 
the AIA Florida Individual 
Member of the Year Award 
in 2019, and the AIA Miami 
Emerging Professionals Award 
in 2020. Amanda is a graduate 
of the University of Miami, 
where she was awarded the 
prestigious Alpha Rho Chi 
Medal of Architecture in 2013.

Amanda 
Rosenfeld

AIA, LEED AP 
BD+C, WEEL AP

Christine Cangelosi “CC” 
Redmon, AIA, LEED AP BD+C, 
is a native New Orleanian 
who received her Bachelor 
of Interior Design from LSU 
in 2010.  CC continued on to 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
and received her Master of 
Architecture in 2013.  After 
graduation, CC worked for NBBJ 
Seattle in their corporate and 
workplace strategies practices.  
There she practiced in a diverse 
range of scales and disciplines 
from multi-building campus 
developments and commercial 
tower work to large-scale 
300,00 square foot renovations 
for several large tech 
companies. She returned home 
to New Orleans, joining Eskew 
Dumez Ripple in 2017, where 
she works on their Learning 
Environments team. 

Her focus in design has always 
centered around people, and 
her interest in architecture 
developed following Hurricane 
Katrina—as a means of healing 
and repairing the loss of space 
felt so profoundly throughout 
the city. She believes that when 
design is functioning at its best, 
it concentrates on how people 
can live their lives in the spaces 
we create.  When not working, 
CC practices Ashtanga Yoga, 
reads voraciously, and tinkers 
in her novice vegetable and cut 
flower gardens.  

Christine 
Cangelosi 

“CC” Redmon
AIA, LEED AP BD+C



saturday

Gabriel Virdure is a New 
Orleans native who has been 
practicing architecture for nearly 
20 years. She holds a Bachelor 
of Architecture degree from 
the University of Louisiana of 
Lafayette, and worked for six 
years on residential projects 
before joining Trapolin-Peer 
Architects (TPA) in 2005.

As an Associate at TPA Gabriel 
has worked on a diverse array 
of projects and has experience 
with multi-family, hospitality, 
governmental and institutional 
developments. She is involved 
in a number of professional 
organizations including AIA, 
WIA and CREW where she is 
currently president of the New 
Orleans Chapter.

Gabriel Virdure, 
AIA

Naomi Harrison is is a Senior 
Project Manager at MCHarry 
Associates, a Miami architectural 
firm that specializes in public 
sector projects. She oversees the 
firms K-12 educational projects. 
At MCHarry she leads the 
Community Internship program 
in partnership with the local 
school board and is responsible 
for mentoring high school interns 
at the firm.

Most recently she has been on 
the team to successfully reinstate 
the NOMA , South Florida 
chapter and currently sits on the 
board as the Treasurer. She is 
also on the AIA Miami Board 
where she has actively been part 
of several committees including 
Women in Architecture (WIA) 
Miami and the Scholarship 
Committee. 

Naomi Harrison
LEED AP, 

ASSOC. AIA

Mid-Career



saturday

Thank you for attending the Saturday session of (re)vitalize! Closing remarks 
will be made by Cassidy Rosen LEED, Assoc. AIA and Lourdes Solera, 
FAIA, RID. 

11:30 AM NOLA / 12:30 PM MIAMI closing remarks

Seasoned Professional

Lourdes Solera, FAIA, RID is a 
Principal at MCHarry & Associates, 
a third-generation owner of the 60 
+ year old architectural firm that 
specializes in public sector work.  
With 30+ years of professional 
practice, Lourdes' experience in both 
the private and public sector has 
given her a clear understanding 
of the intricate relationships and 
coordination needed to successfully 
deliver projects that fulfill the client’s 
needs.  Both her clients and the 
construction teams have praised 
her hands on approach to project 
management and how her leadership 
is a testament to the success that 
can be achieved when people within 
several organizations work and strive 
towards a common goal.  Her firm 
focuses on public agency clients; and 
she focuses on educational projects as 
well as historic restoration.
  
Lourdes is highly regarded as an 
architect committed to both public 
service and advancing the cause 
of architecture. She has been a 
dedicated leader at the American 
Institute of Architects (AIA) for many 
years leading the institute in many 
positions and was elevated to the 
AIA College of Fellows in 2012.Today 
she serves on the AIA Florida Board 
of Directors as First Vice-President/ 
President Elect.  She will be AIA 
Florida's President in 2022.   She is 
co-founder of AIA Miami’s Women 
in Architecture Committee. Through 
her activities, Lourdes has elevated 
the public awareness of the power of 
design and the influence of architects 
through leadership and community 
initiatives. 

Lourdes Solera
FAIA, RID

Amanda C. Rivera joined 
Tulane University in January 
of 2021 as the University 
Architect where she directs 
all campus planning activities 
for the university.

Amanda develops, 
implements, and maintains 
the university’s Master Plan, 
and provides oversight of 
major building construction 
and campus improvement 
projects in regard to 
aesthetic, programmatic, 
sustainable and performance 
capacities.

Prior to 2021, Amanda was 
a Senior Associate with 
EskewDumezRipple. With 
leadership on a range of 
project types, her focus 
extended to the urban 
environments/ outdoor 
spaces, which she considers 
an extension of the Architect’s 
larger responsibility.

Amanda 
Rivera

AIA
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team

Thank you to our speakers, our attendees, our sponsors, and our committee 
members. 

If you are interested in facilitating a Design + Practice Exchange in your 
AIA Component, please feel free to reach out!

Amber Howell
  AIA New Orleans
Cassidy Rosen, Assoc. AIA
  co-chair WIA NOLA, Colectivo
Regina Davis, AIA
  co-chair WIA NOLA, Trapolin-Peer Architects
Emilie Taylor Welty, AIA
  Colectivo
Julie Babin, AIA
  studioWTA

Cheryl Jacobs
  AIA Miami
Colleen Stovall
  AIA Miami
Elizabeth G. Camargo, AIA
  EC Architecture + Design
Lourdes Solera, FAIA, RID
  MC Harry Associates
Nadine Saint Louis, AIA
  VIA Design Studio
Stephanie Casariego, AIA
  CSpace Architecture and Design
Vanessa Smith Torres, AIA
  VIA Design Studio

new orleans

miami


